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1.0 Overview 
 
The recent Master Plan Amendment decision by government allows Clayoquot Wilderness Resort 
to continue to pursue the Park Use Permit application originally made in the summer of 2006.  In 
the four years since the application was submitted CWR has gathered additional information 
regarding proposed activities, trail conditions and public input through the sponsored open houses. 
In addition, three separate trail inspections have taken place over the past four years, some of which 
included representatives from the Ahousaht First Nation, the Friends of Strathcona and BC Parks 
staff.  These inspections and discussions have also allowed for refinement of the proposed work 
required on the trail. 
 
For the Bedwell River route along the old mining road access within Strathcona Provincial Park, 
CWR is prepared to fund and manage the significant trail upgrade and maintenance activities, 
including the installation of engineered bridges at their own cost under a long term Park Use Permit.  
The joint use trail will continue to be open to the public and will provide the only cross-island 
option for wilderness hikers.  Clayoquot Wilderness Resort expects that BC Parks will waive any 
PUP fees in exchange for the significant investment to adopt this trail within Strathcona Provincial 
Park.   
 
This amendment to the application will not re-iterate the general operations and background 
information from the original application but will focus only on changed activities, provide more 
detailed trail information and describe the proposed staged approval process developed in 
discussion with BC Parks staff.  
 
Clayoquot Wilderness Resort is open from approximately mid-May until the end of September 
annually.  It is expected that the trail and campsite will be used throughout this time period, up to 
twice per week as indicated in the original PUP application.  Tours will be pre-booked and the 
campsite will have tour dates posted. 

 
1.1 PUP Approval Process 
 
Discussions with BC Parks staff have led to a proposed staged approval process to ensure trail work 
and facilities are designed and built to meet or exceed BC Parks requirements.  The process allows 
for staged development to improve design and construction efficiencies. 
 
Generally, the proposed staged process discussed with BC Parks staff is as follows: 
 

A. PUP Approval in Principle 
 
BC Parks will evaluate the original 2006 PUP application and this amendment document 
in relation to the Master Plan and associated Amendments, the Level 2 Environmental 
Assessment and any other relevant information.  They will make a determination 
regarding the permit application including activities and general trail and facility design 
and construction.  If approved, a PUP will be issued with additional approval stages built 
in to the permit schedule. 
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B. Design Approval 
 
If BC Parks provides approval in principle and a PUP is issued then the detailed trail and 
facility design work will take place with BC Parks involvement.  All final designs, any 
re-route or minor detour requirements and trail construction and maintenance standards 
will be approved by BC Parks prior to work commencement.  Additional on-site 
inspections will be completed as required with BC Parks staff. 
 

 
C. Facility installation and Trail Upgrade & Maintenance  

 
Once the Design Approval stage is completed a construction and maintenance schedule 
will be developed for approval by BC Parks.  BC Parks will inspect and approve works 
as required during the construction and operations phases. It is expected that the 
construction will take place over one or two seasons during the summer drier months.  
No work is expected to be required in-stream, however if any in-stream work is required 
then it will follow the appropriate fishery windows approvals.     

 

1.2 Commercial Recreation Activities Proposed for the Park 
1.2.1 Description of Experience Being Offered 

General Operations 
 
A.  Mountain Biking 
 
Clayoquot Wilderness Resort withdraws the application for mountain biking within the park. 
 
B.  Horseback Tours 
 
Clayoquot Wilderness Resort amends their proposal for horse use to the following: 
 

• Horses will only be used on the main Bedwell route that follows the former mining road and 
not taken any further than the proposed Ashwood Creek campsite, approx. 1.75 km 
upstream of the Ashwood Creek/Bedwell River confluence. 

 
This is the only change to this activity and is a reduction in the length of trail required for horse use.  
The number of trips and trip size remain consistent with the original application. The remaining 
points are consistent and repeated from the original application: 
 

• No grazing within the park (horses are not allowed loose anywhere in the park); 
• Horses will stay on the designated trails at all time; 
• Sterilized feed will be provided to the horses for a minimum of three days prior to park use; 
• Sterilized feed will be provided to the horses while in the park;  
• Maximum group size of 12, including wranglers;  
• Horse manure will be removed from the park; and 
• Wranglers will ensure that guests do not ride inappropriately and respectfully share the trail 

with other users. 
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C. Hiking & Camping  
 
Clayoquot Wilderness Resort follows the generally accepted best management practices in regards 
to backcountry hiking, camping and exploration within the park.  Group size will be restricted to a 
maximum of 12 including guides.   Hiking areas include the Bedwell River route, Mount Mariner, 
alpine areas and the addition of old road access routes to former gold mines within the park. 
 
 
D.  Trail Location & Standards 
 
Only the existing Bedwell River route is planned for upgrade and use.  Areas outside the park will 
be maintained under an agreement with Ministry of Forests or under our existing Commercial 
Recreation Tenure.  The existing suspension bridge will continue in place and is currently 
maintained by the Friends of Strathcona.  No twinning or additional bridge crossing is required at 
this location. 
 
The trail from the park boundary to the proposed Ashwood Creek campsite in the park will be 
upgraded and maintained to a BC Parks Type II Horse/Type III hiking trail combination in keeping 
with the management plan zoning for the site and proposed use levels.  From the Ashwood Creek 
campsite into the alpine the route will be upgraded to a Type IV hiking trail.   
 
CWR is prepared to complete trail upgrades and crossing for hikers, however, if BC Parks approves 
another trail that parallels the existing road bed then the trail may be built for horse use only where 
a parallel trail exists. 
 
Also included in this PUP amendment package is a preliminary key map to identify the key areas 
proposed for crossings - specifically bridges, cable car crossing and the one river ford.  Detailed 
assessment may result in changes or additional structural crossings being proposed to BC Parks for 
approval. 
 
An August 10, 2010 trail inspection has allowed for refinement of the proposed locations and work 
required for the trail upgrade.  The general categories of areas requiring more attention are 
identified below: 
 

1. Bridges 
 
It is expected that 3 or 4 bridges will be required for the trail upgrade.  Noble Creek, the 
Living Bridge and the remnant bridge over a seasonal drainage west of the living bridge 
all require replacement.  One major crossing further west (down trail) will require 
additional assessment but will likely be proposed as a bridge crossing as well.  All will 
be designed to allow for safe single passage horse and hiking use. Bridges will be the 
minimum width possible to allow for one horse to cross at a time and will not be 
designed for vehicle access. 
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2. Cable Car Crossing  
 

A cable car crossing is proposed for the Bedwell River near the Ashwood Creek 
confluence.  This crossing is for hikers only so that they do not need to ford the river at 
this location.  
 

3. Detours or Re-Routes 
 

i) Below Ashwood Creek Campsite 
 
A few minor detours or re-routes are required between the park boundary and 
Ashwood Creek Campsite.  All detours will be flagged and approved by BC 
Parks prior to any works completed.  These areas will be used by horses and 
hikers and will be built to ensure protection of the park resources.  

 
BC Parks approved detour or minor re-routes construction will be completed to a 
preferred standard that allows for a good tread that horses and hikers can share. 
These short sections will have an aluminum construction mesh layer, then geo-
textile material installed over the mesh.  Finally a layer of gravel will be laid 
down on top.  Proposed maximum trail width is approx. 60 cm (24 inches). 
 

ii) Above Ashwood Creek Campsite 
 

A number of detours and re-routes will be required above the campsite location 
to the alpine connection in the park.  These will be approved by BC Parks prior 
to any works completed and built to BC Parks Type IV Trail Standard.  Geo-
textile material, gravel fill or boardwalk will be used if required. 
 

4. Seasonal Drainages/Creeks  
 

i) Boulder/Debris Route  
 
A 100 year flood event took place in the Bedwell River Valley since the original 
PUP application. A few of the seasonal drainages had major flows of rock and 
debris.  The trail development approach to these crossings will be to create an 
18” – 24” wide path through the debris or parks standard, whichever has the 
smaller footprint on the land.  Hand tools will be used to move rock, gravel and 
debris to make the crossing through these areas suitable for hikers and horses.   
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One of the boulder and debris areas from the flood event  
 

ii) Improve Existing Crossing 
 

Minor seasonal intermittent drainages (snow melt and heavy rainfall drainages) 
that have existing wood box culverts or stringers that are still in good condition 
will have new cedar fill logs or pieces added and holes filled to make it safe for 
horses and hikers to cross. Materials will be brought in from outside the park if 
not available directly from the road base trail upgrade. 

 
iii) Swales 
 

Minor seasonal intermittent drainages (snow melt and heavy rainfall drainages) 
that have collapsed or missing culverts will have the debris removed from the 
drainage to ensure it is not creating a potential dam.  Adjacent trail slopes will be 
rock armoured and made so that the crossing is easy for horses and hikers 
without creating any erosion or sediment concerns. 

 
 

5. River Ford 
 

A river ford is required near the Ashwood Creek confluence with the Bedwell River.  
This is a shallow, rock and cobble area suitable for horses to cross immediately adjacent 
to the old road bridge crossing and new proposed cable car crossing.  There are no fine 
materials or other issues with a river crossing at this location as there is easy river access 
to and from the existing road bed to the river on both sides of the river. This river ford 
will take the shortest route across the river.  If river banks are unstable they will be 
hardened using available rock and hand tools.   
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E.  Trail Upgrade 
 

1. Horse & Hiker Section – Park Boundary to Ashwood Creek Campsite location 
 

Upon PUP approval a detailed plan will be developed that will provide costs and timelines for 
completion of the trail upgrade.  Current planning suggests that we will complete the 
construction requirements in one season using an Ahousaht Trail crew and engineering staff as 
required. 

 
Multiple site inspections from the park boundary to Ashwood Creek campsite location indicate 
that the old road surface is in good condition for the vast majority of the trail.  Very few 
drainage issues are apparent with a solid gravel and rock foundation for the old road base.  The 
independent Level 2 Environmental Assessment supports the inspection findings with BC Parks 
and CWR staff. 

 
Inspections have also shown that there are some old culverts, cable, tires and other logging and 
mining debris that is not of historic or interpretive value.  During construction this type of debris 
will be removed from the park area and disposed of appropriately.   

 
 

2. Hiker Section – Ashwood Creek Campsite to Alpine 
 

The Ashwood Creek campsite to the alpine will require additional work to bring it up to a Type 
IV hiking trail standard.  No horses will be on this section of trail as they will stop at the 
Ashwood Creek campsite. A number of areas of the old road base have been washed out and a 
detour or re-route will be required in these locations.  In addition, further assessment is required 
to determine if there are additional crossings or hiker assists (stairs, bridges, cable cars, ladders, 
etc.) that are required for this trail section.  

 
F.  Proposed Facilities at Ashwood Creek Campsite 
 
A spur road off of the main Bedwell River road east of the Ashwood confluence has been reviewed 
on-site with BC Parks staff and has been selected as the most appropriate location for a campsite.  
This ensures that parties travelling through on the trail do not have to pass through the campsite on 
their hike.  The campsite will be signed to ensure it is easily located for those who do want to use it.   
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         On the spur road landing 

 
Tent Pads – up to 8 tent pads are proposed for installation at the Ashwood Creek campsite location.  
2 pads will be available for public use at all times on a first come, first serve basis.  These two pads 
may be located a short distance away from the cluster but still on the spur road to give the public 
some separation from the group if they are camping at the same time.  Up to 6 tent pads may be 
used by CWR up to twice per week during the operating season and will be available to the public 
when CWR is not on site. CWR days will be scheduled and signage indicating when the site may be 
in use will be located at the campsite. 
 
Composting Toilet – a composting toilet will be installed and maintained by CWR and will be 
available to all park visitors at all times.     
 
Corral – a corral is no longer proposed.   A hitching post will be installed that contains the horses 
adjacent to the campsite location.  This requires a smaller area and easily controls the horses while 
in camp.  The hitching post is built so that horses are all tied on the same side and stand beside each 
other for their duration in camp.  The length of the hitching post is approximately 14 metres (width 
of 12 horses standing side by side). 
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          Spur road landing looking up to main Bedwell Road route 
 
G.  Ashwood Creek Campsite to Alpine Facilities 
 
No facilities are planned at this time for the hiker section of the trail.  If BC Parks believes that 
hiker use warrants additional facilities CWR will discuss with BC Parks the installation of an 
additional hiker only campsite between the Ashwood Creek Campsite and the alpine areas.   
 
H.  Construction and Maintenance Methods 
 

1. Trail Width 
 
The existing road bed is up to 8 metres wide in places, not counting the fill slope.  Only the 
trail width will be cleared, not the entire road base unless BC Parks requires certain sections 
to be cleared to a wider standard.  Some portions of the old road still have very little 
vegetation while others are quite overgrown.   
 
The trail tread width will be cleared to approx. 45 to 60 cm (18 to 24 inches). Brushing of 
immediate trailside and overhead brush will also take place for ease of passage for hikers 
and horses.   
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    An example of the existing road base width near Ashwood Creek. 
 
 

2. Hand Cutting  
 

Trail construction and maintenance will use gas chainsaws to cut a section out of deadfall to 
allow passage.  It will also use gas hedge trimmers and manual clippers to complete required 
brushing.  Only the trail will be brushed out, not the road base. 

 
 

3. Waste from Trail Maintenance and Construction 
 

Brush trimmings and deadfall log sections will be scattered into the adjacent areas to 
minimize the fire hazard of cut materials and speed their natural breakdown.  Fire will not be 
used to eliminate waste.    
 
Any non-natural material waste (metals, dimension lumber) will be removed from the park 
and disposed of in an acceptable manner. 

 
4. Pre-fabricated Materials 

 
All materials required for bridges, cable cars, boardwalk or crossings will be pre-fabricated 
prior to being brought into the park area.  This will minimize the time and area required to 
complete the facility installations. 
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5. Helicopter Transport 
 

Pre-fabricated materials and dimension lumber will be flown to specific sites along the trail 
to minimize the use of a helicopter in the park.  It may also be used to remove waste 
materials and deliver heavy supplies to the crew during the construction phase.    
 

6. Horse Transport 
 

Horses will utilize the lower portion of completed trail to support the front leading edge of 
the trail construction efforts.  Primary use will be the delivery of crew and/or supplies to the 
work site.  Horse support will be as required and not on a daily basis. The expectation is that 
they will be used for crew shift changes and supplies up to twice per week. 

 
7. Crew 

 
It is anticipated that CWR will hire a trail construction crew from the Ahousaht First Nation. 
Current planning suggests we will use a crew of approx. 20 people to complete the trail 
work in one or two seasons.  The crew will stay on location during their work shift and may 
be split to work on different sections at the same time. 

 
8. Engineered Facilities  

 
Bridges and cable cars will be engineer designed and approved low maintenance structures 
to meet the trail user requirements and BC Parks standards.   
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